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Update added on December 18, 2018 at 5:00PM PT to include additional
takedowns:

Taking Down More Coordinated Inauthentic Behavior in Myanmar



Today, we removed 425 Facebook Pages, 17 Facebook Groups, 135 Facebook
accounts and 15 Instagram accounts in Myanmar for engaging in coordinated
inauthentic behavior on Facebook. As part of our ongoing investigations into this
type of behavior in Myanmar, we discovered that these seemingly independent
news, entertainment, beauty and lifestyle Pages were linked to the Myanmar

military, and to the Pages we removed for coordinated inauthentic behavior in
Myanmar in August. This kind of behavior is not allowed on Facebook under our
misrepresentation policy because we don’t want people or organizations creating
networks of accounts to mislead others about who they are, or what they’re doing.

Presence on Facebook and Instagram: 425 Facebook Pages, 17 Facebook
Groups, 135 Facebook accounts and 15 Instagram accounts.

+ Followers:

+ Approximately 2.5 million people followed at least one of these
Facebook Pages

« Approximately 6,400 people belonged to at least one of these Facebook
Groups

+ Approximately 1,300 people followed at least one these Instagram
accounts

- Some of the most followed Facebook Pages were:
+ Down for Anything epslavalebalel Bk
« Let’s Laugh Casually ee::;:;(ﬂeﬂd]ﬂcﬂsé]ssl%me(p
* We Love Myanmar
+ Knowledge

+ All About Myanmar a..deg}@%lg.x.....,a)cng.._,_..oo-‘[.-

Our decision to remove these Pages was based on the behavior of these actors
rather than on the type of content they were posting. Our investigations in Myanmar
are ongoing and we will continue to provide updates on abuse we find and remove.



Update added on October 15, 2018 at 8:37 AM PST to include additional
takedowns:

Today, we removed 13 Pages and 10 accounts for engaging in coordinated
inauthentic behavior on Facebook in Myanmar. As part of our ongoing investigations
into this type of behavior in Myanmar we discovered that these seemingly
independent entertainment, beauty and informational Pages were linked to the
Myanmar military. This kind of behavior is not allowed on Facebook under our
misrepresentation policy because we don’t want people or organizations creating

networks of accounts to mislead others about who they are, or what they’re doing.

- Presence on Facebook: 13 Pages, 10 accounts

« Followers: About 1.35 million unique people followed at least one of these 13
Pages

Some of the most followed Pages were Beauty and Classic, S0EPOEIQPS
(Young Female Teachers), Lo oL eﬂogigeips ?oézﬁ (Collection of Soldier’s
Photos), é:;sérogaé: (Lord of Heaven)

We are grateful to The New York Times for sharing what they learned about the use
of celebrity and entertainment accounts to push military propaganda, which aided
our investigation and this take-down.

The work we are doing to identify and remove bad content, bad behavior and bad
actors on Facebook in Myanmar is some of the most important work being done at
the company. We want to make it more difficult for people to manipulate our
platform in Myanmar and will continue to investigate and take action on this
behavior.

Original post published on August 28, 2018

The ethnic violence in Myanmar has been truly horrific. Earlier this month, we shared
an update on the steps we’re taking to prevent the spread of hate and

misinformation on Facebook. While we were too slow to act, we’re now making
progress - with better technology to identify hate speech, improved reporting tools,
and more people to review content.



Today, we are taking more action in Myanmar, removing a total of 18 Facebook
accounts, one Instagram account and 52 Facebook Pages, followed by almost 12
million people. We are preserving data, including content, on the accounts and
Pages we have removed.

Specifically, we are banning 20 individuals and organizations from Facebook in
Myanmar — including Senior General Min Aung Hlaing, commander-in-chief of the
armed forces, and the military’s Myawady television network. International experts,
most recently in a report by the UN Human Rights Council-authorized Fact-Finding
Mission on Myanmar, have found evidence that many of these individuals and
organizations committed or enabled serious human rights abuses in the country.
And we want to prevent them from using our service to further inflame ethnic and
religious tensions. This has led us to remove six Pages and six accounts from
Facebook — and one account from Instagram — which are connected to these
individuals and organizations. We have not found a presence on Facebook or
Instagram for all 20 individuals and organizations we are banning.

We have also removed 46 Pages and 12 accounts for engaging in coordinated
inauthentic behavior on Facebook. During a recent investigation, we discovered that
they used seemingly independent news and opinion Pages to covertly push the
messages of the Myanmar military. This type of behavior is banned under our
misrepresentation policy because we want people to be able to trust the
connections they make.

We continue to work to prevent the misuse of Facebook in Myanmar — including
through the independent human rights impact assessment we commissioned earlier
in the year. This is a huge responsibility given so many people there rely on Facebook
for information — more so than in almost any other country given the nascent state
of the news media and the recent rapid adoption of mobile phones. It’s why we’re so
determined to do better in the future.

A sample of the content from these Pages and accounts is included below. These
Pages and accounts were removed for coordinated inauthentic behavior, not
content violations.



° Sanior General Min Aung Hising &

UN's stand needs the trust of smadll countries inchuding Myanmar; s
aasistance should e conStructive

Nay Pyl Tow June 14

Myanemar is 8 UN member siateand its foreign policy ks 1o maintsntriendly
refations with all countries Myanmar always stands on thacorrect point in

the provaiiing and s coop g with the UN_ The
UN's stand needsthe trust of small countres including Myanmar. Al
should be , sand © Chief of Detence

Services Senior Ganeral Min Aung Hiaing st his meeting with Special
Ervvoy on Mysnmar of the UN Secretary Ganarsl My, Christine Scheaner
Burgener at the parkour of Bayintnaung Vils hero this marning

Also presont ot the mesting together with the Senior Genarsl were Criet
of the General Stafl (Army, Navy and Aic} General Mya Tun Oo and senior
military officers of the Office of the Commander- in-Chvef (Army). Ms.
Chwisting Schranar Burgena: was sccompanied by Team Leader of South
and Southeast Asia of the Asa-Pacific Dwision Mr. Shin Urnezu and offi
clals

The Special Envoy said her visit is 10 know the true situation of Myanmar
and 1o subemit 2t to the UN and asked the opinion and attitude of the
Senwor General The Sereor General sand the Taimaclaw has the
responsitiity to fully protect the State and the lives and property of the
sthnic peopks. The Tatmadaw is & part of the nation, and it was lounded
a1 the time when the country reganed indepandence

The Tatmadaw mambers are serving thee duties under The discipline,
laws, orders and deectives. The Tatmadaw had ployed sn important rok
throughout the successive periods of Myanmar history. It has led the
country towsnds the democracy path. In the issue of Rakhine State, the
Tatrnadaw was just serving its duty of restoring regional peace and
Stabifity and protecting the fves and property of the ethnic people. It his
naver done any acts that may harm the other country, othef arganizations
and the human socety

As a memiar of the Uinited Matons, Myanmar is actively coopetating
under the UN leadershep The Tatmadaw's aims and objectives are to
work together with the government to achieve slermal poace by signang
the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement -NCA with all ethnic armed
orpanizations, 1o enable a the peaple 1o enjoy full ights of democracy
by 1l rmily pursuing multi-party democracy, 1 cooperste with the
rratianal community, 10 have good felations with the neighbouring
countres and 10 ensure poace and stabilty. Thete stages are still
BNgoing, and fhere has boen some misunderstanding of the Tatmadaw
ever il involvemant in these efforts before reaching the goats. The UK
cooperation will kad 1o progress in Myanmae s situations. There is g
cully with local ethne people accepting the UN-led organizations
CArrying out thee sctivites in Rakhine Slate

However, one thing needs 10 be considered @ that the activities of UN
agancies are welcomed in other regions. When canlicts arive, i is
mecossary 1o distinguish between the act of individuals and that of the
Tatmadaw. Myanmar s still wersk in dermocracy esperience, wisdom and
other sectors such as education and health. In its eflort to build up »
Standard Army. the Tatmadew is trymg 1o work in cooperation with the
infernational community. However, bias and restrictions of the UN as well
5 50Me COUNLIES CAANOL DO BISUmDd 85 CONBIILCTVO altitude, the
Senior General commented He continued 1o say that the expressions of &
leadar contanng urtounded information and 1alsr news i shoer
fogative actions and that wil lead to hatred, misunderatanding and
unwlbngRess 1o cooperate

Thare are two Myanmar sayings that go by “Let the amicabile retations
last long and et the hatred shorten” and “Try to make 8 big case small
And & small case rapomar” However, Gaing aQainet thase sayings, acts
of trying to prolong hatred and make the small case langer can be found
in & meeting with representatives of the permanent UN Security Council
member countries, some countries showed constructive attitude whils
some acted with misunderstandng

It is therefore necessary for the LN to bring effective, constructive
refations, the Senior General uged. With regard to Bengalis, the Senior
General explained those who came 0 live in Rakhine Siate were acceptod
a3 Bengals. The usage Rohingya was a word they fabricated. Myanmar
citizens do not at o accept the usage Rohngya.

So, he called for svowing the usage which may cause problem for
Myanmar citizen. Bengalis mean these who come from Bengal. As they
weie brought from Bengal region in the colonial era, they are called
Bengalis. According to the documents on 1872 census of Myanmas, they
W named as Shite, Patian and Musiim, not Rohingya

With regard 1o accepting Bengala, the deserved ones of them will be
accopted. They will be scrutinied o sccept undor the 1982 Chlisenship
Law The international community needs 10 help Myanmar for salving the
ot inatesd of IMEOLIRG DresaUre

Than, thay cordially dacussed The mattors it 10 remawng Myanmar
frewm tha country list of using child soldiers, holding the roundtatie
diiscunsion on Rakhine e with the Fact-Finding Mission, and
enhancemant of cooperation with the Uinfted Nations in the future. The
UN Secretary General's Special Ervoy on Myanmar pledged she will
convey the ful clanfication (o the Unied Nations.

After the meeting, the Semcs General and the LN Secretary General's
Spocial Envoy on Myanmar sschanged commemarative gifts and posed
far a documentary phato toguiher with those present
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eatremist Bengab temonsls
Ny Py Taw August 29

Whike CONAUCTING Brea CEanance GREraton o Maungime Towrmshg, Rakfine
State securlly Iro0ps seifed thvee home-fade mnes made of 12 inches
Bng and four NChes Aameter FON ppe hree manes instalied with remote
sensors, seven 300 bulels. e packages of about 100 feel ong wires six
remole contol devices thiee dry cells one bag of noe with labe  See Mane
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This collage of photos depicts the 8888 uprising. This post asks the
question, who started the 8888 Uprising and who Is to blame,
asking those who are to blame not to le.



The following pieces of content violate our Community Standards and were
removed from Facebook.
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This post depicts a group of military families made donations at
the Masoyein monastery (where Wirathu lives).

This post alleges that Bengali Muslims have b d down their own homes

in the Maung Daw Region, but placed blame on the Rakhine people or the
military.
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