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We’re constantly working to find and stop coordinated campaigns that seek to manipulate

public debate across our apps.
PURPOSE OF THIS REPORT

Over the past three years, we’ve shared our findings about coordinated inauthentic behavior

we detect and remove from our platforms. As part of our regular CIB reports, we’re sharing
information about all networks we take down over the course of a month to make it easier for

people to see progress we’re making in one place.
WHAT IS CIB?

We view CIB as coordinated efforts to manipulate public debate for a strategic goal where fake
accounts are central to the operation. There are two tiers of these activities that we work to
stop: 1) coordinated inauthentic behavior in the context of domestic, non-government

campaigns and 2) coordinated inauthentic behavior on behalf of a foreign or government actor.
COORDINATED INAUTHENTIC BEHAVIOR (CIB)

When we find domestic, non-government campaigns that include groups of accounts and
Pages seeking to mislead people about who they are and what they are doing while relying on
fake accounts, we remove both inauthentic and authentic accounts, Pages and Groups directly

involved in this activity.
FOREIGN OR GOVERNMENT INTERFERENCE (FGI)

If we find any instances of CIB conducted on behalf of a government entity or by a foreign
actor, we apply the broadest enforcement measures including the removal of every on-platform

property connected to the operation itself and the people and organizations behind it.

OCTOBER 2020 COORDINATED INAUTHENTIC BEHAVIOR REPORT


https://about.fb.com/news/tag/coordinated-inauthentic-behavior/
https://about.fb.com/news/tag/coordinated-inauthentic-behavior/

CONTINUOUS ENFORCEMENT

We monitor for efforts to re-establish a presence on Facebook by networks we previously
removed. Using both automated and manual detection, we continuously remove accounts and

Pages connected to networks we took down in the past.
SUMMARY OF OCTOBER 2020 FINDINGS

Our teams continue to focus on finding and removing deceptive campaigns around the world
— whether they are foreign or domestic. In October, we removed 14 networks of accounts,
Pages and Groups. Eight of them — from Georgia, Myanmar, Ukraine and Azerbaijan —
targeted domestic audiences in their own countries, and six networks — from Iran, Egypt, the
US and Mexico — focused on people outside of their countries. We have shared information

about our findings with law enforcement, policymakers and industry partners.

We are making progress rooting out this abuse, but as we’ve said before, it’s an ongoing effort.
We’re committed to continually improving to stay ahead. That means building better
technology, hiring more people and working closely with law enforcement, security experts and

other companies.

e Total number of Facebook accounts removed: 1,196
e Total number of Instagram accounts removed: 994
e Total number of Pages removed: 7,947

e Total number of Groups removed: 110
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NETWORKS REMOVED IN OCTOBER 2020:

1. NEW-—lIran: We removed 12 Facebook accounts, two Pages and 307 Instagram
accounts linked to individuals associated with EITRC, a Tehran-based IT company. This
activity originated in Iran and targeted primarily Israel, and also Iraqg. This network was
early in its audience building when we removed it. We found this activity as part of our

investigation into suspected coordinated inauthentic behavior in the region.

2. NEW—Iran, Afghanistan: We removed 33 Facebook accounts, 11 Pages, six Groups
and 47 Instagram accounts operated by individuals in Iran and Afghanistan. They
targeted Farsi/Dari-speaking audiences primarily in Afghanistan. We found this network
as part of our internal investigation into suspected coordinated inauthentic behavior in

the region.

3. NEW—Egypt, Turkey and Morocco: We removed 31 Facebook accounts, 25 Pages
and two Instagram accounts operated by individuals in Egypt, Turkey and Morocco
associated with the Muslim Brotherhood. They targeted Egypt, Libya, Tunisia, Yemen,
Somalia and Saudi Arabia. We found this network as part of our internal investigation

into suspected coordinated inauthentic behavior in the region.

4. NEW-—Georgia: We removed 50 Facebook accounts, 49 Pages, four Groups, eight
Events and 19 Instagram accounts linked to Alt-Info, a media entity in Georgia. This
activity originated in the country of Georgia and targeted domestic audiences in
Georgia. Alt-Info is now banned from Facebook. We found this network as part of our
investigation into suspected coordinated inauthentic behavior in the region. Our
assessment benefited from public reporting by International Society for Fair Elections

and Democracy (ISFED), a non-profit in Georgia.

5. NEW—Georgia: We removed 54 Facebook accounts, 14 Pages, two Groups and 21
Instagram accounts linked to two political parties in Georgia — Alliance of Patriots and
Georgian Choice. This activity originated in the country of Georgia and targeted
domestic audiences in Georgia. We found this network after reviewing information

about some of its activity publicly reported by International Society for Fair Elections
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and Democracy (ISFED), a non-profit in Georgia.

6. NEW—Myanmar: We removed 36 Facebook accounts, six Pages, two Groups and one
Instagram account linked to Openmind, a PR agency in Myanmar. This activity
originated in Myanmar and targeted domestic audiences in Myanmar. We found this
network as part of our proactive investigation into suspected coordinated inauthentic

behavior in the region ahead of the November election in Myanmar.

7. NEW—Ukraine: We removed 46 Facebook accounts, 44 Pages, one Group and three
Instagram accounts linked to MAS Agency, a PR firm in Ukraine, and individuals
associated with Yulia Timoshenko’s campaign and Batkivshchyna, a political party in
Ukraine. This activity originated in Ukraine and targeted domestic audiences in Ukraine.
We found this network as part of our investigation into suspected coordinated
inauthentic behavior in the region. Our review benefited from public reporting on some

of this activity in Ukraine.

8. Mexico, Venezuela: We removed 2 Facebook Pages and 22 Instagram accounts
operated by individuals from Mexico and Venezuela. They primarily targeted the US. We
began this investigation based on information about this network’s off-platform activity
from the FBI. Our internal investigation revealed the full scope of this network on

Facebook. (Originally announced on October 27, 2020)

9. Iran: We also removed 12 Facebook accounts, 6 Pages and 11 Instagram accounts
linked to individuals associated with the Iranian government. This small network
originated in Iran and focused primarily on the US and Israel. It had some limited links
to the CIB network we removed in April 2020. We began this investigation based on
information from the FBI about this network’s off-platform activity. (Originally
announced on October 27, 2020)

10. Myanmar: We removed 10 Facebook accounts, 8 Pages, 2 Groups and 2 Instagram
accounts operated by individuals in Myanmar. They focused on domestic audiences.
We found this network as part of our proactive investigation into suspected coordinated

inauthentic behavior ahead of the upcoming election in the region. (Originally
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announced on October 27, 2020)

11. US: We removed 202 Facebook accounts, 54 Pages and 76 Instagram accounts linked
to Rally Forge, a US marketing firm, working on behalf of Turning Point USA and
Inclusive Conservation Group. They focused primarily on domestic US audiences and
also on Kenya and Botswana. Rally Forge is now banned from Facebook. We began
our investigation after public reporting about some elements of this activity by the
Washington Post. We are continuing to review all linked networks, and will take action
as appropriate if we determine they are engaged in deceptive behavior. (Originally

announced on October 8, 2020)

12. Myanmar: We removed 38 Facebook accounts, 15 Pages and 6 Instagram accounts
linked to members of the Myanmar military. This activity originated in Myanmar and
targeted domestic audiences. We began our investigation after reviewing local public
reporting about some elements of this activity as part of our proactive work ahead of

the upcoming election in Myanmar. (Originally announced on October 8, 2020)

13. Azerbaijan: We removed 589 Facebook accounts, 7,665 Pages and 437 accounts on
Instagram linked to the Youth Union of New Azerbaijani Party. This network originated
in Azerbaijan and focused primarily on domestic audiences. We identified this network
through an internal investigation into suspected fake engagement activity in the region.

(Originally announced on October 8, 2020)

14. Nigeria: We removed 78 Facebook accounts, 45 Pages, 93 Groups and 46 Instagram
accounts linked to the Islamic Movement in Nigeria. This network originated primarily in
Nigeria and focused on domestic audiences. We identified this activity through our
investigation into suspected coordinated inauthentic behavior in the region with some
limited links to the network we removed in March 2019. (Originally announced on
October 8, 2020)
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We removed 12 Facebook accounts, two Pages and 307 Instagram accounts for

violating our policy against foreign interference which is coordinated inauthentic

behavior on behalf of a foreign entity. This activity originated in Iran and targeted

primarily Israel, and also Iraq.

This network was early in its audience building when we removed it. The network used fake
accounts — most of which were created around the same time — to develop fictitious
personas who purported to be based in Israel and Irag. These accounts have gone through
significant name changes over time. They posted memes, images and other content in Hebrew
and Arabic focusing on news and current events in the countries they targeted including
anti-Prime Minister Netanyahu protests in Israel, criticism of his policies and response to the

pandemic.

We found this network as part of our investigation into suspected coordinated inauthentic
behavior in the region. Although the people behind this activity attempted to conceal their
identities, our investigation found links to individuals associated with EITRC, a Tehran-based IT

company.

e Presence on Facebook and Instagram: 12 Facebook accounts, 2 Pages and 307
accounts on Instagram.
e Followers: About 1,100 accounts followed one or more of these Pages, and around

9,500 people followed one or more of these Instagram accounts.
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Below is a sample of the content posted by some of these Pages.

Black flags il

WI Oct 11. 2020 7:55am - &
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Al-efsad-Ghaed-224

! Oct 31, 2019 2:13am

Sy 298 Ul Y1 Sl e 9 A ) Sl 3 s
Sl Gloe# Bl o) SH Sd) 2iS#
Oyttt &S SH adladladt & sk Jua sl Ju I
ol paluf Sy Soff Ao allf el #iraq #duhok
#irbil_city #mosul #saudiarabia #kuwait
#uae

Translate

Translation:

Caption: Burning down state institutions and
party headquarters, you leader of corruption
#Leader_of_Corruption #Kurdistan #lraq
#lraq #lraqi #Erbil #Mosul #Dohuk
#Suleimaniyah #Kirkuk #Soran #Tal_Afar
#Hawija #Tikrit #Samarra #iraq #duhok

#irbil_city #mosul #saudiarabia #kuwait #uae
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Translation:

‘ Jul 28, 2020 7:07am
Caption: #blackflags #theblackflags

#bibinetaniyahuln image: Hope is up to us

Finnnrana#d oninwao'atnd oot
Translate

(on the flag)
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We removed 33 Facebook accounts, 11 Pages, six Groups and 47 Instagram

accounts for violating our policy against foreign interference which is

coordinated inauthentic behavior on behalf of a foreign entity. This network was
operated by individuals in Iran and Afghanistan and targeted Farsi/Dari-speaking

audiences primarily in Afghanistan.

This network used a combination of authentic and fake accounts to post content, direct people
to their channels on other internet services and manage Pages. Some of these Pages
impersonated media organizations such as TOLONews and Etilaatroz. Some of these accounts

posed as young women in Afghanistan and used fake profile photos and names.

This network posted about news and current events in the region, including politics; sports;
victims of Taliban violence; supportive commentary about Afghan security forces; and criticism
of US foreign policy in Afghanistan, Taliban’s record on women'’s rights, US military actions in
Afghanistan, negotiations with Taliban, and Afghan president Ashraf Ghani, the Pashtun
politician Gulbuddin Hekmatyar. They also posted nature photos and photos of women, and
news about the coronavirus pandemic from different regions of Afghanistan. We found this
network as part of our internal investigation into suspected coordinated inauthentic behavior in

the region.

e Presence on Facebook and Instagram: 33 Facebook accounts, 11 Pages, 6 Groups and
47 accounts on Instagram.

e followers: About 25,000 accounts followed one or more of these Pages, about 15,000
accounts joined at least one of these Groups and around 539,000 people followed one
or more of these Instagram accounts.

e Advertising: Less than $30 in spending for ads on Facebook and Instagram paid for in
US dollars.
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Below is a sample of the content posted by some of these Pages.

@ kabul_news_ + Follow
= “] 3 Kabul_news_ Cullg Ul Jiby liuygds
§ olasat
6l wibuao fyulic
aw
@ etilaat_rooz + Follow

g
Y () etilatrooz lus s gl senyls pjs
7 1> e i sl o ol s |
S Cyles sl
Slaslips )3 e wamllas e wlygds
bl g 45 s ol y3 Caasl aia
S Dys (olhse TV ki) japel
oliaited] gl gy 3)90 )3 byb g3
lor)S e

13 ol 33 iy Sl sl 5 Jai

oQv N

g 35y wledbl
Feb21-Q

O iy gradlel a3 gl

aiblga uils ga;n oIS pal Basze Al g Gadal lal glos i¥gls @l STia 51 sy
¥ b BIYAA Jlo @ga 0 03V FFY Jla aapall win) ale D )l 4 48 Waged
sliaaal 4 il 598 o Oleiler piaome 59 0 Ll @alililsT oV T Jlu (sy98
Aoy 2l g

See Translation

%)
S A el

St oy Gl
SRVTTURITY il T s

CalySile sl Ol 394 3 (Ol Ciplal duadlet

ol oy sle 8 el dp o g dibga il 93,8 (el snde SV g Sl Cglal Glen JYgle iyl i dns
335 [ a0l s 3 ok g AabAN g (T T Sl i T g R A OTAA Sl g Ve 03 BT e
T

S Bl e g D e 2 by 3 b il ot Sl sl el ol e 33,8 9361
3y 3yne 50 by p3Y Sl cdiilel (p Ciped caldnal malye 33 SIAL plaliy ) W Glajles g Un 30285 (il 45 aide
WSyt 8 Sl 3 g i ety G (e i) 19 e 5 e b i S GG
Gl o e dad G il (g slgad g 155 oo 4 QR WS 1 3 il il 3 gl SB35 4 a5
il ot s by il 0 gl pll il g ! Lk

Ol P el
& BVPTVEITY
#2020/3/21. = AVTANVT/Y

Translation:

Caption: Yaftal city is the end of Badakhshan
province!

Translation:

Iranian Foreign Minister in a meeting with
Abdullah: We support efforts to make peace
in Afghanistan. The Supreme Council of
National Reconciliation has said in a
newspaper in this meeting that took place
after today's brunch (Sunday, 27 Mizan),
both sides have talked about Afghanistan's
peace process. According to the newspaper,
Mr. Zarif in this meeting called Afghanistan
peace as one of the main needs of the region
and said that Iran supports efforts to achieve
permanent peace in Afghanistan. He added
that Iran knows Afghanistan's success in
peace and success.

Translation:

Taliban in the official announcement: After
long negotiations between the Islamic
Emirates and the United States, both sides
agreed that on the 5th month of Rajab
Al-Marjab, 1441, 10, 2020, 1398, and 29
February 2020 M, the final agreement will be
signed in the presence of the world between
both sides.
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We removed 31 Facebook accounts, 25 Pages and two Instagram accounts for

violating our policy against foreign interference which is coordinated inauthentic

behavior on behalf of a foreign entity. This network was operated by individuals in
Egypt, Turkey and Morocco and targeted Egypt, Libya, Tunisia, Yemen, Somalia
and Saudi Arabia.

The people behind this activity used fake accounts to comment on content and manage Pages
pretending to be local to countries they targeted. Some of these accounts were automatically
disabled for various violations including posting terrorism-related content. They posted
primarily in Arabic about news and current events in countries they targeted including politics
in Egypt, tensions in Libya and Somalia, supportive commentary about Qatar and Turkey and
criticism of Saudi Arabia, the UAE, the Egyptian government, Saudi and Emirati activity in

Yemen, and Emirati actions in Tunisia.

We found this network as part of our internal investigation into suspected coordinated
inauthentic behavior in the region. Although the people behind this activity attempted to
conceal their identities, our investigation found links to individuals associated with the Muslim
Brotherhood.

e Presence on Facebook and Instagram: 31 Facebook accounts, 25 Pages and 2
accounts on Instagram.

e Followers: About 1.57 million accounts followed one or more of these Pages and
around 1,000 people followed one or more of these Instagram accounts.

e Advertising: Less than $219,000 in spending for ads on Facebook and Instagram paid
for in Turkish lira, US dollars, Egyptian pound and Qatari rial.
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Below is a sample of the content posted by some of these Pages.

Y S 2 5 Translation:

@ Jul 23, 2020 12:55pm - &
Page title: Tunisia Against Emirati

ACTReaTE SRS | Intervention
Translate
Caption: The president of the Ennahda
i i Uan parliamentary bloc accused Abir Moussi, the
GljloYll go @cy dhlll wnle WMlGY president of the Free Destourian Party, of

e < paving the way for foreign powers, namely
the UAE and Egypt, to overthrow "the
elected Tunisian government"
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Addly (M g

Aug 27, 2020 11:54am - @

e ol ) gpan B Rl L0 ol Las g Al a3 g 6 Al ¢ e A g el
£ e gaua Al g3 g gl = plisia G plal i) sy Jlas | ilay Zaa il 40 il
Juageall 3 jlan n

Translate

JlognlU dxinil dviyi gyjliio) aoes Jolgy

AT S ks
o Sep 30, 2020 4:27pm - &

TP PEEOR UL IS
Translate

Translation:
Page name: Somali & Proud

Caption: Qatar, represented by the Qatar
Development Fund, continued its efforts to
support development projects in Somalia. As
part of the "Somali Roads" project, the
Mogadishu-Afgooye road has begun to be
paved.

Image overlay: "Qatar Development"

continues its support for infrastructure
projects in Somalia

Translation:
Page name: Youth Against the Coup

Caption: The police are at the service of the
dog
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We removed 50 Facebook accounts, 49 Pages, four Groups, eight Events and 19

Instagram accounts for violating our policy against coordinated inauthentic

behavior. This activity originated in the country of Georgia and targeted domestic

audiences in Georgia.

This network used fake accounts to post and comment on their own content to make it appear
more popular than it was, and manage Pages, some of which posed as independent from one
another. Some of these Pages went through significant admin changes and appeared to have
been purchased. This network focused primarily on amplifying and engaging with Alt-Info’s
Page and its content, and commenting on local news media Pages. This network posted
primarily in Georgian about news and current events in the country including EU and Russian
politics, Georgian parliamentary election in 2020, political figures, criticism of local media and
liberal politicians such as representatives of European Georgia party, immigrants, minorities
and LGBTQ communities. Some of this activity included posting hate speech and information

rated false by independent fact-checkers in Georgia.

We found this network as part of our investigation into suspected coordinated inauthentic
behavior in the region. Our assessment benefited from public reporting by International Society
for Fair Elections and Democracy (ISFED), a non-profit in Georgia. Although the people behind
this activity attempted to conceal their identities, our investigation found links to Alt-Info, a

media entity in Georgia. Alt-Info is now banned from Facebook.

e Presence on Facebook and Instagram: 50 Facebook accounts, 49 Pages, 4 Groups, 8
Events and 19 accounts on Instagram.

e followers: About 328,000 accounts followed one or more of these Pages, about 13,000
accounts joined at least one of these Groups and around 1,600 people followed one or

more of these Instagram accounts.
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e Advertising: Less than $5,000 in spending for ads on Facebook and Instagram paid for
in US dollars.

e FEvents: 8 events were hosted by these Pages, some of which were removed for
violating our policies. The first was scheduled for April 2017 and the most recent was
scheduled for April 2020. Up to 530 accounts expressed interest in at least one of these
events — among these accounts, our automated systems detected and disabled some

fake accounts. We cannot confirm whether any of these events actually occurred.
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Below is a sample of the content posted by some of these Pages.

> Translation:

Oct 12, 2020 5:05pm

Caption: LIVE Anti-Georgian hysteria of

e — p—— Ilberals. gbout David Gareji, Georgia’s
@ 0bgm was live. geopolitical chances
Oct 12, 2020 4:48pm - @

@LIVE modgfmamgdob sBhogoMmoyma abhgmos magnom goMosda,
LogeMmzgmmb ggm3mmodnznfa 8o6bgdn
Translate

% aafifia » Girchi @

& Jono 12 @ rusic Bl Translation:
t -b gorgfdn &
Caption: lago Khvitchia live on Alt-info +

‘mm' - - information on how to become a donor for
n@mBafinma : v r%, 3 30 (0). Gerhl

Comment: All in all, there were two main

topics and on both lago said that he had no
answer...

LTV TR

:02 [ 1:07:30
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On.ge Translation:

one Jul 4, 2019 4:29pm - &

Caption: News about Georgian famous

O o D R YR dancer saying "there are no gays in Georgian
09J86s &
Translate ba”et ! .

EE"IEOn.ge

Comment: that's right <3

606m bybodzoemds md3d, JoMmyem (3933080
390 oM 2MbgdMALm o dM(3933939900
MM 3d> — 390 3ngndab Gggobmdo

ON.GE

606m Lybodznmds Mgz, JoMomym 3933280 3gn o6
2fbydMALM o AMED33930900 EIdMMISs — 33060

Jigari @
Translate
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We removed 54 Facebook accounts, 14 Pages, two Groups and 21 Instagram

accounts for violating our policy against coordinated inauthentic behavior. This

activity originated in the country of Georgia and targeted domestic audiences in

Georgia.

This network was still early in its audience building when we removed it. The people behind it
used fake accounts — some of which have gone through significant name changes — to
create fictitious personas, comment on other people’s content, post in Groups and manage
Pages. Some of these Pages posed as news entities. This network posted primarily in
Georgian about news and politics in Georgia, including the parliamentary elections in October
2020, memes and other content about Russia-Georgia relations, supportive commentary about
Alliance of Patriots and Georgian Choice parties, and criticism of their political opponents and
Georgia-NATO relations. The network also posted content that was rated false by local
fact-checkers. The inauthentic engagement activity appeared to begin in December 2019
focusing on one party (Alliance of Patriots), and then in May 2020 shifted to focus on another

(Georgian Choice).

We found this network after reviewing information about some of its activity publicly reported
by International Society for Fair Elections and Democracy (ISFED), a non-profit in Georgia.
Although the people behind this activity attempted to conceal their identities, our investigation

found links to two political parties in Georgia — Alliance of Patriots and Georgian Choice.

e Presence on Facebook and Instagram: 54 accounts, 14 Pages, 2 Groups and 21
accounts on Instagram.

e Followers: About 15,600 accounts followed one or more of these Pages, about 21,500
accounts joined at least one of these Groups and around 5,500 people followed one or

more of these Instagram accounts.
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e Advertising: Around $4,600 in spending for ads on Facebook and Instagram paid for in
US dollars.

Below is a sample of the content posted by some of these Pages.

EADaily Translation:
Betynnenue Mpysum B HATO o6peyeHo Ha npoBar, BCe 3TW Ananoru
HaLerneHbl TONbKO Ha 0fHO... Moapo6HOCTU B MaTepuane:

https://eadaily.com/ru/news/2019/10/10/gruziya-nikogda-ne-vstupit-v- Caption- “Georgia WI” never be a N ATO
nato-oppozicionnyy-politik ) . »
Translate member, says opposition

Comment: “I do not think NATO membership
is realistic, there are only talks”

EADAILY.COM

I'pyaua HuKorga He Bctynut B HATO — Learn More
ONMoO3uULMOHHbIK nonutuk: EADaily

Natoshi shesvla cota ararealuri mechveneba radgan am molaparakebebis iqet sagme
pagtobrivad ar ketdeba.

_ Translation:
m Tinp.ge - b 3mmohozodn
Se r12 at 7:08 PM - @ Public

@y - "sbamo domo sbamn 03gn" 01y "sboma dome sbamn d0d67LN"
%

. Title: “Today in Politics”

Caption: “New power, new hope” OR “New
power, new business”

il o, il o,
0000 dODY 117 “0bOT0 dOWY
0bdQ@0 0bd@0

#2
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APy

6ol (i PAY Y V&
e 1

A

N LR

imedinews.ge

03> 0658g0mn: bymobygmgds 3mmohngnm b3gdhmb Mab gbmogadysdb,
dnbo goabobyszghne

Translation:

Caption: “Alliance of Patriots of Georgia” -
Irma Inashvili: It's up to the Government to
decide what to offer to the political spectrum.

Comments:

1. “Good Luck to Ms. Irma!”

2. “Good Luck to Ms. Irma!”

3. “You do everything for the the country’s
well being”
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We removed 36 Facebook accounts, six Pages, two Groups and one Instagram

account for violating our policy against coordinated inauthentic behavior. This

activity originated in Myanmar and targeted domestic audiences in Myanmar.

This network was caught early in its operation, before it was able to build its audience. The
people behind this activity offered to pay others in return for engaging with their posts. They
used fake accounts — some of which had already been detected and disabled by our
automated systems — to create fictitious personas, post in Groups and manage Pages. Some
of these Pages focused on promoting the Union Solidarity and Development Party, while
others criticized the National League for Democracy. They posted primarily in Burmese about

news and current events including this week’s general elections in Myanmar.

We found this network as part of our investigation into suspected coordinated inauthentic
behavior in the region ahead of the November election in Myanmar. Although the people
behind this activity attempted to conceal their identities, our investigation found links to

Openmind, a PR agency in Myanmar.

e Presence on Facebook and Instagram: 36 Facebook accounts, 6 Pages, 2 Groups and
one account on Instagram.

e fFollowers: About 12,000 accounts followed one or more of these Pages, about 270
accounts joined at least one of these Groups and around 15 people followed this
Instagram account.

e Advertising: Less than $76,000 in spending for ads on Facebook and Instagram paid for

in US dollars and also in Indonesian rupiah.
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Below is a sample of the content posted by some of these Pages.

Brighter Future

Aug 27, 2020 11:55pm - @

BRIGHTER W)
FUTURE

543 [@

p3:6 2000 - myd
AG3Cu Enca: urliugy gy,

www.facebook.com/MyanmarBrighterFuture

Don't miss a chance to get 1000-kyats by i BRIGHTER FUTURE LIKE SHARE
www.facebook.cmMyamarBrghteFutue.

09>\ Free to Talk
@ September 15 - @
"May the Force be with you!" @& <

L |

h'ttps://www.facebook.com/

cg:cmiijm covip-19 ey (ol
clom::cat !

| AM YOUR

MOTHER

‘?‘@TI}}_“Z" & & Aoy
|

Translation:

Caption: “You will receive 1000 Kyats for
your phone bill just from Liking and Sharing.
Don't miss out on such an opportunity.”

Translation:

Image Overlay: “Election is more important
than the COVID-19 virus. Listen to me! | AM
YOUR MOTHER”
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Translation:

Caption: "Who are you going to choose?

0o@ora?

Left: For temporary happiness. Right: For
long term protection solution
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We removed 46 Facebook accounts, 44 Pages, one Group and three Instagram

accounts for violating our policy against coordinated inauthentic behavior. This

activity originated in Ukraine and targeted domestic audiences in Ukraine.

This network used fake accounts — some of which had already been detected and disabled by
our automated systems. They created fictitious personas, commented on other people’s
content, posted in Groups and managed Pages, some of which posed as local news entities.
This network posted primarily in Ukrainian about news and current events in Ukraine like
politics and elections, including supportive commentary about Yulia Timoshenko and
Batkyvshyna party and criticism of its political opponents, President Zelensky and former
President Poroshenko. This activity primarily centered around recent elections, including

presidential and parliamentary elections in 2019 and local elections in 2020.

We found this network as part of our investigation into suspected coordinated inauthentic
behavior in the region. Our review benefited from public reporting on some of this activity in
Ukraine. Although the people behind it attempted to conceal their identities, our investigation
found links to MAS Agency, a PR firm in Ukraine, and individuals associated with Yulia

Timoshenko’s campaign and Batkivshchyna, a political party in Ukraine.

e Presence on Facebook and Instagram: 46 Facebook accounts, 44 Pages, 1 Group and
3 accounts on Instagram.

e followers: About 889,000 accounts followed one or more of these Pages, about 20
accounts joined this Group and around 1,500 people followed one or more of these
Instagram accounts.

e Advertising: Around $2.1 million in spending for ads on Facebook and Instagram paid

for in US dollars.
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Below is a sample of the content posted by some of these Pages.

& Nonitnuna Ykpaina

Y August 23 at 12:35 PM - Public Translation:

JlocToiike micue ans KaHAMAaTa... &

Page name: “Political Ukraine”

Caption: A decent place for a candidate ...
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Anrillop
) August 31 at 9:29 AM . Public

Translation:

Translation: “Medvedchuk and | are the
future of Ukraine”

MU 3
ME/IBEAYYKOM

MAWBYTHE
YKPATHU

Benun Knoyn
2h . Public

Mpms @ Translation:
Caption: “Touché!”

L 1 Image overlay: "loser - that's you!"
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We removed 2 Facebook Pages and 22 Instagram accounts for violating our

policy against foreign interference which is coordinated inauthentic behavior on

behalf of a foreign entity. This small network was in the early stages of building
an audience and was operated by individuals — some wittingly and some

unwittingly — from Mexico and Venezuela. It primarily targeted the US.

This network began creating accounts in April 2020. The individuals behind this activity took
steps to conceal their coordination and who is behind this network. Some of the people
managing these accounts and Pages claimed to work for a Poland-linked firm Social CMS,
which doesn’t appear to exist. They used fake accounts to create fictitious personas and post
content. Some of these accounts posed as Americans supporting various social and political
causes and tried to contact other people to amplify this operation’s content. These accounts
followed, liked and occasionally commented on others’ posts to increase engagement on their

own content.

The people behind this activity posted in Spanish and English about news and current events
in the US including memes and other content about humor, race relations and racial injustice,
feminism and gender relations, environmental issues and religion. A small portion of this
content included memes posted by the Russian Internet Research Agency (IRA) in the past.
They reused content shared across internet services by others, including screenshots of social

media posts by public figures.

We began this investigation based on information about this network’s off-platform activity

from the FBI. Our internal investigation revealed the full scope of this network on Facebook.
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e Presence on Facebook and Instagram: 2 Facebook Pages and 22 Instagram accounts.

e followers: 1 account followed one or more of these Pages and around 54,500 people

followed one or more of these Instagram accounts (about 50% of which were in the

US). The account with the highest following had under 15,000 followers.

Below is a sample of the content posted by some of these Pages.

los.optimistas « Follow

@) oo, coorm
Los Optimistas
13 - jun - 2020 ) e e
4 Comparte esta publicacién con el
duefio de un perro!
Perrito Bulldog Francés Sany
sévuelve viral
en TikTok
cuando le lleva
a ensemnar a su dueia .
su nuevo bebé. 0oQv N
P 42\Iil'(%s
Fuente: TikTok. T S——
HOW DID A NATION EEsuis
OF IMMIGRANTS v
@ luchalatina.us A veces nuestras
sociedades no tienen memoria ..

S|

HATES IMMIGRANTS?

\ \
—r hecd®)
e S §

BECOME A NATION THAT k&

oQv

86 likes

s

#immigrants #immigrationnation #usa

#latinosmatter

19

How? 2 words. Donald ¢,

Trump. That's how America

#DumpTrump #immigrationNation
14 1like Reply

View replies (10)

<)

Q

1HOUR

pray._tojesus + Follow

pray_tojesus ..,

#prayer #faith #esus #pray #love #god
#bible # ch #esuschrist

A0

Translation:

Image overlay: “A French bulldog goes viral
on TikTok when it introduces its owner to its
new pup.”

Caption: “Comment below on your favorite
breed of dog. Share this post with a dog
owner! Via TikTok”
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We also removed 12 Facebook accounts, 6 Pages and 11 Instagram accounts for

government interference which is coordinated inauthentic behavior on behalf of a

government entity. This small network originated in Iran and focused primarily on
the US and Israel.

We began this investigation based on information from the FBI about this network’s
off-platform activity. As a result, last week, we removed a single fake account created in
October 2020 that attempted to seed false claims and unsubstantiated election-related threats
as part of an influence operation carried out primarily via email. Our teams continued to
investigate and found additional dormant accounts and Pages that had been largely inactive
since May 2019 and focused primarily on Israel. This operation used fake accounts — some of
which had been already detected and removed by our automated system. Some of these
accounts tried to contact others, including an Afghanistan-focused media outlet, to spread
their information. They focused on Saudi Arabia’s activities in the Middle East and claims about

an alleged massacre at Eurovision, an international song contest, hosted by Israel in 2019.

Although the people behind this activity attempted to conceal their identity and coordination,
our investigation found limited links to the CIB network we removed in April 2020 and

connections to individuals associated with the Iranian government.

e Presence on Facebook and Instagram: 12 Facebook accounts, 6 Pages and 11
Instagram accounts.
e Followers: About 120 accounts followed one or more of these Pages and about 700

people followed one of more of these Instagram accounts.
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Below is a sample of the content posted by some of these Pages.

Faranstudies
Aug 21, 2019 1:13am - @

) ARy 5 213 Al (5 gman (] a4l g 5 43S 5 ) (60 Sl s
O 18 U b G e i 2 GRS 50 ek 8 (S pmee  plae gl ge (s 53
R O atade pdad gu 30 G ond (SN ABRS y (0 ) A A S g G AS il s 2

2 Sl w300 el

Translate

—

4 b (Shigo g Slabug ONes
ol 35 9>

#boycotteurovision2019

The end of quiet nights in

Tel Aviv

Add a comment

oQv W

Translation:

Caption: "The series of operations by the
Yemen Army and popular committees
against the Saudi aggressors continues. The
Yemen Army's artillery unit targeted the
Saudi aggressor's positions in the border city
of Najran in southern Saudi Arabia. This is
while a Yemen army missile unit fired on the
Saudi aggressor's positions in Najran."
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We also removed 10 Facebook accounts, 8 Pages, 2 Groups and 2 Instagram

accounts for coordinated inauthentic behavior. This network originated in

Myanmar and focused on domestic audiences.

The people behind this activity used fake accounts to create fictitious personas, post content
and manage Pages and Groups, some of which had already been detected and disabled by
our automated systems for violating our spam, terrorism and hate speech policies. Some of
these Pages impersonated others, including an official Tatmadaw Page. This network posted
primarily in Burmese about current events in Rakhine state in Myanmar, including posts in
support of the Arakan Army and criticism of Tatmadaw, Myanmar’s Armed forces. This activity

did not appear to be directly focused on the November elections in Myanmar.

We found this network as part of our proactive investigation into suspected coordinated

inauthentic behavior ahead of the upcoming election in the region.

e Presence on Facebook and Instagram: 10 Facebook accounts, 8 Pages, 2 Groups and 2
Instagram accounts.

e Followers: About 16,500 accounts followed one or more of these Pages, around 50
accounts joined one of more of these Groups and around 25 people followed one or

more of these Instagram accounts.
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Below is a sample of the content posted by some of these Pages.

:nuqm

&1
. Feb 21, zﬁﬁi?suﬁ 5]

& 056035 i_?u‘f’i é ol i DlrJDJ'U U'}C)’Jlm w G,’]COD (D?
aﬁmwﬁ& aq@:u&a&np | 8 g)
Burmese Army shoot by gunship to local alh-cs sa al Kyaut Ta.w some
houses are buming now accordingly 1o local news source.

Translate

Album containing 3 item(s)

(B Sen 2. 2020 8:53pm - &

angmodeslo qfciteun og: s 8s0lCxgpigommpd:m qjbion
U

mmom fCCUBID? :mosu:u ( [sls]} G(_\?D('D emsog:;?usmo

mrm ok DSD m:m 200 ac: ca@cam:nm as
:ijg& mc\:lusq .?atlzo} Gomrfm&g u};cﬁq% %
um 90 :rac 1jopiqonedl obgq adiny]

#miﬂ H
suTc&pma@mo o] um’)ma@:muﬁ.scge
sulGi(go)mapCinggs srmmmpuﬂcmc 2C: q::g: roome|rpged ?
Trans|ate

anqmod edlol q§édes qu‘::;ommé:mqﬁ::\3’)@::&3:@5&\(}5
oweopsogbome éijagion

Translation:
Page Title: "Homeland of Arakans"

Caption: Houses in Kyaut Taw Township
were destroyed and burnt as a result of the
Myanmar military using gunship helicopters
and violently shooting at the village

Translation:

“Rakhine Nation called Arakan was once a
very wealthy country many years ago. It
turned into a poor region after Myanmar
ruled the region for about two hundred years.
Not going to mention the Hereditary
monarchy system. There was no war at
Rakhine 70 years after getting independence.
Why did Rakhine turn into a poor region?
Those who claim that war could bring a
consequence of poverty should answer the
question. Why did Rakhine become
extremely poor in these 70 years?”
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Translation:

“Rakhine's history is not going to repeat
twice. Rakhine revolution began because 70
years after Myanmar got independence
Rakhine suffered a loss in resources causing
Rakhine people to be living in the second
poorest region. This suffering has turned into
fumes which is to severely revenge. Today's
Rakhine revolution is never going to end. No
matter how the Myanmar government is
describing Rakhine and how they will strike
Rakhine, the suffering of Rakhine people will
never be cured. Peace is just a word for
those defeated ones to offer. For those with
victory, peace is always in their hands. It can
be noted that the Myanmar military and
Myanmar government have felt very proud of
their project in eliminating all resources of
Rakhine and this stimulates Arakan to strike.
Myanmar military will only win when all
Rakhine people die and also, if all Rakhine
are not able to be eliminated, Myanmar
military will have to go back to their original
route. Rakhine people today have hatred
towards the Myanmar military and
government. Since Rakhine from all walks of
life accept that there is nothing better than
revolution, Rakhine history is not going to
repeat twice. All the governors and
nationalists need to understand these.
Daughter of Saw Devi Ar Rakha”
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We removed 202 Facebook accounts, 54 Pages and 76 Instagram accounts for

violating our policy against coordinated inauthentic behavior. This activity

originated in the US and focused primarily on domestic US audiences and also on

Kenya and Botswana.

The people behind this activity used fake accounts — a large portion of which had been
automatically removed by our systems — to comment on other people’s content. Many of
these accounts used stock profile photos and posed as right-leaning individuals from across
the US. In 2018, some of these accounts posed as left-leaning individuals to comment on
content as well. This activity was centered primarily around commenting on news articles
posted by news organizations and public figures, rather than posting their own content. These
comments included topics like trophy or sport hunting in the US and Kenya, the midterm
elections in 2018, the 2020 presidential election, COVID-19, criticism of the Democratic party
and presidential candidate Joe Biden and praise of President Trump and the Republican party.
Most recently, the people behind this activity commented most frequently on Pages of the
Washington Post, Fox News, MSNBC, CNN and The New York Times. This network showed

some links to on-platform activity by Turning Point USA.

This network appears to have started its operations in 2018 and continued through 2020. Its
election-focused behavior began in 2018 in the run-up to the midterms, it then went largely
dormant until June 2020. The most recent activity included creating what we call “thinly veiled
personas” whose names were slight variations of the names of the people behind them and
whose sole activity on our platform was associated with this deceptive campaign. We assess
this shift in tactics is likely due to the majority of this network’s fake accounts getting caught by

our automated detection systems.
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We began our investigation after public reporting about some elements of this activity by the
Washington Post. Although the people behind this network attempted to conceal their
identities and coordination, our investigation linked this activity to Rally Forge, a US marketing
firm, working on behalf of Turning Point USA and Inclusive Conservation Group. Rally Forge is
now banned from Facebook. We are continuing to investigate all linked networks, and will take

action as appropriate if we determine they are engaged in deceptive behavior.

We found this network as part of our proactive investigation into suspected coordinated

inauthentic behavior ahead of the upcoming election in the region.

e Presence on Facebook and Instagram: 202 Facebook accounts, 54 Pages and 76
Instagram accounts.

e [ollowers: About 372,500 accounts followed one or more of these Pages and around
20,500 people followed one or more of these Instagram accounts.

e Advertising: Around $1.15 million in spending for ads on Facebook and Instagram paid
for in US dollars. This includes the entirety of advertising activity by both inauthentic and

authentic accounts removed as part of this network.
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Below is a sample of the content posted by some of these Pages.

a 9”3 WISCDI'IS:'::OWO The Des Moines Register @ g
"

30 November 2018 - @ 26 September at 10:45 - @

T':"s Ri':m'bl 'ca': ga_ng_hast:ho“'[n l':“e {mdligam [:-.ey have nroismn:fa "If a county auditor takes advantage of this time on Saturday, Oct. 31,

:d;:w::mes 0 rigging the rules to give themselves an unfair partisan they would likely be able to begin tabulating earlier on Monday before

the election” Secretary of State legal counsel Molly Widen said on
Friday's conference call with legislators.

ONEWISCONSINNOW.ORG | BY ONE WISCOMSIN NOW
Republicans Launch Another Assault on Democracy
This Republican gang has shown time and again they have no shame...

DESMOINESREGISTER.COM

Expecting a surge of mail-in votes, lowa will give counties a
head-start on opening absentee ballots

@ So sick of democrats continuing to make
republicans quk bad! it makes me tired of politics ,a”d |just 0 Visit the Voting Information Center for official election
believe Republicans are much more humble when it comes to
= 2 resources and local updates.
money because Democrats will do anything to screw over : :
Americans (ex. Unions) by taking more money from the Get Voting Information
American people.
Like - Reply - 1y LA S £ s
e Mail-in ballots are such a horrible idea. A

dangerous amount of ballots will be lost or weon't arrive in time.
The smartest thing to do is to vote in person,

Like - Reply - 1d

Let Africa Live wes
23 June - @

Legal and well-regulated hunting supports local and rural communities
by placing a tangible value on wildlife! #LetAfricalLive

Le?aland

well-regulated

hunting supports
he eco-system
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BEik AFRIK 21
5 December 2019 - @

Les premiers permis de chasse commerciale aux éléphants devraient
étre délivrés au Botswana dés ce mois de décembre 2019. Ainsi en a
décideé le président de la République. Cependant, des ONG
s’'indignent de cette mesure, qui selon elles, met en péril I'avenir des
éléphants dans un pays oU la sécheresse a déja causé la mort de 100
pachydermes en l'espace de deux mois.
https://www.afrik21.africa/botswana-le-gouvernement-delivr.../

See Translation

serees i
AFRIK21,AFRICA
BOTSWANA : le gouvernement délivre des permis de
chasse aux éléphants | Afrik 21
o 18 4 comments
Eb Like () comment A> Share
@ Botswana is beginning to take steps toward

legitimate conservation, you love to see it, Kenya take notice!
Like - Reply - 42w

That's awesome legal hunting fund so many
conservation efforts. This will help protect all the other
elephants for more decades.

Like - Reply - 42w

@ Way to go, | guess he really is insistent on

making sure Botswana doesn't become a failed wildlife state
like Kenya

Like - Reply - 42w

| have trust for Botswana and their
conservation efforts. I'm sure that they will be fine. They sure
have had better results than Kenya with their wildlife, which
banned hunting years before.

©

Like - Reply - 42w
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We removed 38 Facebook accounts, 15 Pages, and 6 Instagram accounts for

violating our policy against coordinated inauthentic behavior. This

domestic-focused activity originated in Myanmar.

We identified clusters of connected activity that relied on a combination of fake, duplicate and
authentic accounts to post content, evade enforcement and removal, manage Pages and drive
people to off-platform websites including military-controlled media domains. These accounts
often used stock female profile photos and photos of celebrities and social media influencers.
The individuals behind this network posted primarily in Burmese about local news and current
events including topics like military activities, the Union Solidarity and Development Party, local
COVID-19 response, criticism of the the National League for Democracy, a political party in

Myanmar, and Aung San Suu Kyi, as well as a small number of anti-Rohingya posts.

We began our investigation after reviewing local public reporting about some elements of this
activity as part of our proactive work ahead of the upcoming election in Myanmar. Although the
people behind this activity attempted to conceal their identities and coordination, our

investigation found links to members of the Myanmar military.

e Presence on Facebook: 38 Facebook accounts, 15 Pages and 6 accounts on Instagram.
e Followers: About 480,000 accounts followed one or more of these Pages and around
800 accounts followed one or more of these Instagram accounts.

e Advertising: Around $1,750 in spending for ads on Facebook paid for in US dollars.
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Continue Reading

See Translation

Below is a sample of the content posted by some of these Pages.

Translation:
Page Name: People's Voice

Caption: Daw Aung San Suu Kyi is so
smart....1) She grasped love from people by
blaming illegal Bangali problem originated
from Military government and U Thien Sein
government and by participating in 2015
general elections without a single Muslim
candidate. But after the election, she
appointed Muslim lawyer U Ko Ni as
chairman of Constitutional amendment
Committee - an important position - under
the pretext of constitution amendment. (Yes!
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi is so smart....) 2) She
grasped love from people by proclaiming to
upgrade the outdated education system
while blaming the failure of the system at the
time of U Thien Sein government. But rumors
came out that Daw Su has improved the
education system by allowing matriculation
passing rate to 50 percent with '‘Moderation
System'. (Yes! Daw Aung San Suu Kyi is so
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Translation:
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(o0 Gp8ab ordusoriemnpuSeq:d:diqs possess a defense mindset. (Excerpt from an
jz;” ‘}‘*P Todsy sooadpyol ecpsjeurfiiiafiy eomadyol interview between the Office of the

- Commander-in-Chief of the Defence
Bt Services and Russia Today News Agency,
. - 2020) #crd-Phoe Si”

OCTOBER 2020 COORDINATED INAUTHENTIC BEHAVIOR REPORT



-4, coc LI
N t\ﬁil)l'.f)&(?.‘l(:
September 11
[ c c c c N Qg NO©
s'aq:sp)mme: f_] é:aas'aooc:u') D’JDGO‘JL\)UGU:QC’J’JG](\);‘OLO)’J

GO GUIGHS. o o
Joa6 4 joop [s§erdipreqcfiesoion [maflospdfosdeon

#crdVideo
#Myanmarlnsider

See Translation

Budget Deficit
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MYANMAR INSIDER
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See Translation

Translation:
Page title: Public Outcry

Caption: Don't ask what the government has
done in the last five years.Just look at the
economic situation in Myanmar from 2016 to
2019

Translation:

Caption: Local farmers' heartfelt voices on
the support of rice, oil, salt, beans and food
supplies from military families for families
affected by the drought
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We removed 589 Facebook accounts, 7,665 Pages and 437 accounts on

Instagram that were involved in coordinated inauthentic behavior. This network

originated in Azerbaijan and focused primarily on domestic audiences.

While the individuals behind this activity used fake accounts — some of which had been
already detected and disabled by our automated systems, they primarily relied on authentic
accounts to create Pages designed to look like user profiles — using false names and stock
images — to comment and artificially boost the popularity of particular pro-government
content. This network appeared to engage individuals in Azerbaijan to manage Pages with the
sole purpose of leaving supportive and critical commentary on Pages of international and local
media, public figures including opposition, and the ruling party of Azerbaijan, to create a
perception of wide-spread criticism of some views and wide-spread support of others. From
what we’ve seen, it appears that most of the engagement these comments received were from
within this network of Pages themselves. Our analysis shows that these comments were

posted in what appears to be regular shifts during working hours in Azerbaijan on weekdays.

This network posted primarily in Azerbaijani, and also in Russian and English. Their comments
frequently touched on local and regional news and events, politics, government policies,
tensions between Armenia and Azerbaijan, Armenia’s actions during past escalations in
Nagorno-Karabakh, praise of president llham Aliev and the New Azerbaijani Party, criticism of
the opposition party and leaders accusing them of treason, and denials of human rights abuse

allegations in Azerbaijan.

We identified this network through an internal investigation into suspected fake engagement
activity in the region. Our investigation linked this activity to the Youth Union of New

Azerbaijani Party.
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https://newsroom.fb.com/news/2018/12/inside-feed-coordinated-inauthentic-behavior/
https://newsroom.fb.com/news/2018/12/inside-feed-coordinated-inauthentic-behavior/

e Presence on Facebook: 589 Facebook accounts, 7,665 Pages and 437 accounts on

Instagram.

e [ollowers: About 33,000 accounts followed one or more of these Pages and around

241,000 accounts followed one or more of these Instagram accounts.

e Advertising: Around $6,600 spent on Facebook ads paid for primarily in US dollars.

Below is a sample of the content posted by some of these Pages.

AZADLIQ1.AZ GE.NET

Azarbaycan igtisadiyyati na gadar kigilacak?
As isaf Banki (Al S

y
qiymatinin agadi digsmasina baxmayaraq Prezident llham 3liyevin da geyd
etdiyi kimi heg bir sosial layil re salinmayacag.

Like - Reply - 1w

S 3replies

Glka pandemiya zamani 7 ay arzindes cemi 2,8%
g6rdi.Hallbu ki bir cox lkalsrin yaninda bu natics

1i. Bu ortalama 2 il bizi avvale apardi amma Almaniya kimi Olkalarda
rici daha boylk ragemdir.

2> 1reply

Azerl canda igtisadiyyatin 2 gat artmasi lglin mihim islahatlar isleri aparilir.
biitiin imkanlardan istif: ir. Bu clir
sinaglardan gox ¢ixmisig va bundan sonra da ¢ixa bilacayik.

Translation:
Page name: Radio Liberty Azerbaijan about

Post: "Regarding the ADB's forecast figures,
| believe that with this trend, GDP will decline
by 4.8-5 percent. If there is a 2.8 percent
decline in the first seven months of 2020, it
may continue until the end of the year. The
consequences of any crisis over time are
going to be felt even more."

Comment 1: Despite the negative impact of
the pandemic on the country and the world
economy and falling oil prices, as noted by
President [lham Aliyev, no social project will
be postponed.

Comment 2: It should be noted that during
the pandemic, our country saw a decline in
the economy of only 2.8% in 7 months.
However, this result is very good for many
countries.

Comment 3: Azerbaijan has a strong
economy, and the virus has had little effect
on growing economic development. This
took us an average of 2 years ago, but in
countries like Germany, this figure is much
higher.

Comment 4: Important reforms are underway
in Azerbaijan to double the economy. The
state uses all opportunities to resolve this
issue. We have passed many such tests and
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Crime and Corruption Reporting Project
; 8 2

18 - @ Public

NEW INVESTIGATION: Silk Way Airlines is owned by a company with past ties to
Azerbaijan's ruling Aliyev family. But that didn't stop it from winning some $400 million in
contracts with the US military — nor from getting a $420 million loan guarantee from the
US Export-Import Bank to buy aircraft from Boeing.

Support OCCRP:

Airline Once Linked to Azerbaijan’s Ruling Family Got US Loan Guarantees,
Military Contracts, Planes

Azerbaijan and the USA are strategic partners. There are contracts on
cooperation in various areas between two countries. Likely someone wants to
do harm to the relations of Azerbaijan and the USA. Therefore extends
misinformation, not having under themselves any reasons.

Like - Reply

we will continue to do so.

Translation:
Automated Translation:

Page name: New Azerbaijani Party Youth
Union

Post: PRESIDENT ORDERS ON "DIGLAS":
ENTREPRENEURS WILL BE

COMPENSATED [Link to video]

Comment: Once again, the leader showed
who the people should trust and who can
provide the solution to their problems.

Eurasianet

What began as a pro-military demonstration in Azerbaijan last night
ultimately turned into an anti-government protest
Translate

EURASIANET.ORG

Pro-war Azerbaijani protesters clash with police, break into
parliament

Please do not spread disinformation. It was not anti-government protest, it was just an
attempt by few radicalists. Azerbaijan people fully support President, our army and
strongly condemn armenian attacks and provocations on state borders
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We removed 78 Facebook accounts, 45 Pages, 93 Groups and 46 Instagram

accounts engaged in coordinated inauthentic behavior. This activity originated

primarily in Nigeria and focused on domestic audiences.

The people behind this activity used fake and duplicate accounts to manage Groups and
Pages posing as independent news entities, and to drive people to their off-platform sites.
Many of these accounts used stock images and photos of Ibrahim Zakzaky, the head of
Nigeria's Islamic Movement (IMN), Ayatollah Khomeini and Qasem Soleimani. This network
amplified particular hashtags including #FreeZakzaky after the arrest of IMN's founder. The
Page admins and account owners posted primarily in Hausa, and also in English and Arabic
about local news and events including IMN being a peaceful movement, protests across
Nigeria, and criticism of the Nigerian armed forces, police, President Buhari and the ban of
IMN.

We identified this activity through our investigation into suspected coordinated inauthentic

behavior in the region with some limited links to the network we removed in March 2019.

Although the people behind this operation attempted to conceal their identities and

coordination, our investigation linked this activity to the Islamic Movement in Nigeria.

e Presence on Facebook and Instagram: 78 Facebook accounts, 45 Pages, 93 Groups
and 46 Instagram accounts.

e Followers: Around 82,000 accounts followed one or more of these Pages, about 130,000
accounts joined at least one of these Groups, and around 25,000 people followed one or
more of these Instagram accounts.

e Advertising: Less than $50 spent on Facebook and Instagram ads paid for primarily in
US dollars.

Below is a sample of the content posted by some of these Pages.
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Zainabia African News .
June 24 - Q

Now
From Abdulmumin Salisu Sulaiman

The Nigerian police group has opened the students of malam zakzaky
fire when they came out to protest in Abuja for the sake of their leader
and his house.

£¥ - See original - Rate this translation

3 Bring Back Our IMN Members iy
October 17, 2017 - Q

Let's start trending #FreeZakzakyAndZeenah to demand justice for the
most oppressed personalities in Nigeria.
Join us now for humanity .

*Retweet and start Trending®

Take a look at @IMNTwiterTeam's Tweet:
https://twitter.com/IMNTwiterTeam/status/920303145493950464...

*Please Share*

TWITTER.COM
IMN Twiter Team on Twitter
"Let's start trending #FreeZakzakyAndZeenah to demand Justice for the...
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#FreeZakzaky #ZariaMssacre #Abuja_Struggle

The Army of seeking the freedom of leader Sheikh Zakzaky (H) today is
in area 1in Garki Abuja.

#FreeZakzaky

£t - See original - Rate this translation

WE{DEMAND FOR
4\ UNCONDITIONAL
2 ¥ REUEASE OF

SHEIKH ZAKZAK Y




SR TV HAUSA
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Zakzaky is the plan of Islam and Nigeria, that the federal government

From Bilya Hamza Dass

The Federal government has blamed the leader of Islam, Sheik Ibrahim
El-Zakzaky and the plan to return Nigeria to a country of Islam....

See More

£+ - See original - Rate this translation
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